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Community Calendar 

Verify all events before attending due 

to coronavirus –related cancellations. 
 

► Lex-Ham Community Council  

     Board Meeting, All welcome! 

 • TUESDAY, MAY 26 

 • MONDAY, JUNE 29 

 7:00 —  9:00 PM 

Please check our website for accessing 

these meetings which may be virtual. 

 

►  Thank You Rally for Essential 

Workers 
 • FRIDAY, MAY 15 

 Griggs Pedestrian Bridge over I-94 

 

►  Lex-Ham Blood Drive—NEW DATE 

 • FRIDAY, JULY 31 

 1:00—7:00 PM 

 St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 

 1111 Summit Avenue 

FOOD RELIEF AVAILABLE NEARBY 
 

• The City of Saint Paul is providing food assistance for families 
with minors at several sites weekly. On Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 2-4 PM, food can be picked up at the Dunning Park Rec 
Center here in Lex-Ham.  

• Free fresh produce through Second Harvest Heartland is availa-
ble from 5-7 PM on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at St. Stephanus 
Lutheran Church in Frogtown (739 Lafond Ave). 

• You can access Keystone Community Services Midway Food 
Shelf at 1916 University Avenue W. (near Prior Avenue) from 
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and 2:00 – 4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday. 
Their phone number for more information is 651-917-3792. □ 

CREATING COMMUNITY  
DURING COVID-19 

SCAVENGER HUNTING  
IN LEX-HAM 

 

Enjoy hunting for pictured items along 
Selby, Dayton, and Ashland in Lex-
Ham. The hunts can be found on our 
website and there are some hard cop-
ies available at Yellowbird Coffeebar. 
Thank you to Karen Randall, Charlotte 
Hanley-Jacobson, and K.C. Sager for 
putting these together as a fun and 
challenging activity for neighbors of 
any age! □ 

THANK YOU BLITZ IN LEX-HAM FOR ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
 

As a neighborhood, we are going to focus on thanking essential workers over the next couple of weeks. On 
May 15th, we'll be hosting a thank you rally on the Griggs Bridge over 94. In order to ensure safe distancing, 

please sign up for a time slot by going to our website. If you cannot attend, you can also sign up to create 
posters. Watch for more ways you can be involved in expressing gratitude for the courage and dedication of 

these members of our community and their families! □ 

BIRTHDAY PARADE,  
CHALK FEST,  
SING-ALONG,  

NIGHTLY CHEER, 
WORDS OF HOPE 
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GREETINGS FROM OUR NEW  
COMMUNICATIONS INTERN 

 
 

Hello! My name is Kao Lai Lee. I am a 
senior at Concordia University majoring in 
English with a Creative Writing emphasis. 
I am thankful for getting 
this opportunity to work 
with the Lexington-
Hamline Community 
Council and complete 
my internship this sum-
mer. I have passion for 
helping others and ex-
panding my creativity by 
taking on projects. □ 

LEX-HAM FOOD DRIVE 
 

 

Join with your Lex-Ham neighbors and make a donation to Key-
stone Services that will provide access to food for those in 
need during this difficult time.  
If you would like to drop off physical donations for the drive in 
Lex-Ham, the Jones family is collecting items weekly throughout 
the COVID-19 crisis at 1235 Portland. You can make a contact-

free drop-off on their enclosed 
porch where the handles are 
cleaned daily. If you would rather 
make a monetary donation, you can 
give to the Lex-Ham Food Drive at 
https://donorbox.org/lex-ham-
neighbors-giving. Thank you for 
your generosity toward our neigh-
bors experiencing food insecurity. □ 

It looks like we will not be able to host our favorite event of the summer this year. The 
Lex-Ham Ice Cream Social has been a tradition for the past 48 years. We are looking for 
creative alternatives. If you have an idea or would like to help create community during 
COVID, please contact Amy at our office at lexham@lexham.org or 651-645-3207. □ 

LEX-HAM MASK DRIVE 
 
We are collecting masks for our neighbors 
at Skyline and Concordia students in dorms 
for the summer. These can be homemade. 
Please drop donations at 1308 Hague Ave in the bin on the 
porch. We are accepting hand wipes and sanitizer donations for 
Skyline as well. You can also make donations for Skyline through 
the Ramsey Sheriff’s Office Help Team. To schedule a pick-up, call 
or text (651) 448-3874, or email HelpTeam@co.ramsey.mn.us. □ 

LEX-HAM BLOOD DRIVE—NEW DATE! 
 

July 31 from 1-7 PM 
St. George Orthodox Church, 1111 Summit Ave 
 

We have rescheduled our blood drive for July 31. The Red 
Cross has added new precautions in order to allow for distanc-
ing and new procedures for additional sanitation. Sign up at 
redcrossblood.org under the LexhamCC drive. Special thanks to 
St. George staff for their patience as we worked to find a new 
date and for accommodating the new cleaning requirements 
with their crew! □ 

SAFETY FIRST 
Be careful to mind the construction zone near Summit Avenue. 
Residents nearby have noted a number of pedestrians and even 
vehicles continuing past the signs into the construction area. 
Please obey the closures and stay safe! We've also been asked to 
remind motorists, especially those with larger vehicles, to watch 
for pedestrians as you are backing out of your driveway. □ 

Do you have a place available for rent?  
 

Concordia is looking for local housing op-
tions that can be shared with students in 
anticipation of dorm guidelines being affect-
ed by COVID-19 in the fall. Please contact 
Heidi at to have your space listed at 
goettl@csp.edu. □ 

NOTES FOR NEIGHBORS 
 

Pick up free post-
cards at Yellowbird 
Coffeebar and let 
your neighbors 
know how special 
they are. A little bit 
of sunshine can go 
a long way! □ 

LEX-HAM CHALK FEST 
 
A wonderful display of joy and hope was 
created under the Hamline bridge by the 
Tot Lot during the Lex-Ham Chalk Fest in 
March. It was a reminder that we are apart 
but not alone as the mural came together 
hour by hour. Thank you to all partici-
pants and especially to Jillian Jaszewski 
for initiating the project! □ 



 

 

RELIEF FOR SMALL BUSINESSES IN MIDWAY 
 

Learn more about relief funds available for small businesses 
surrounding Allianz Field who didn't receive support from  
the Bridge Fund at https://midwayunited.org/grant-process/ 
through Neighbors United Funding Collaborative. □ 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

The purpose of the Lexington

-Hamline Community Council 
is to improve the quality of 

life and bring about positive 
community change in the 

Lexington-Hamline neighbor-
hood of St. Paul. This is done 

through the active involve-
ment of neighborhood  

residents in community  

projects, programs, and  
direct action on issues which 

affect the neighborhood. 

Who We Are 

The Lex-Ham neighborhood in St. Paul is 

bounded by University Avenue, Lexington 

Parkway, Summit and Hamline Avenues. 

Since the Lexington-Hamline Community 

Council was established in 1969, it has 

been the cornerstone for organizing and 

serving the 4,000 residents living in this 

neighborhood. We continue to build a 

sense of pride and confidence in the com-

munity through a wide variety of  

activities and services ranging from  

cooperative home maintenance, crime 

prevention, energy conservation and recre-

ational programs. 

Editorial Guidelines 

The Eavesdropper is deliv-

ered bi-monthly to every 
home and business in the 

neighborhood. Notices and 
articles should be submitted 

in electronic Word format to 
lexham@lexham.org. Please 

keep submissions to a length 
of 150 words or less. Please 

contact the Lex-Ham office 

for more information.  
Lex-Ham reserves the right 

to refuse any submission. 

 Board of Directors 

Amy Lucas Riley, President 

Sarah Murphy, Vice President 

Ashley Rashid, Treasurer 

Dawn Puroway, Secretary 
 
 

Paul Busch 

Jesse Hennum 

Lynne Heuton 

Natalie Kennedy Schuck 

Suzie Norris 

K.C. Sager 

Pat Sullivan 

Kent Treichel 
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Staff   Amy Gundermann, Executive Director 

JOY JOURNALING: DOCUMENTING  
DELIGHT DURING THE PANDEMIC  

MELISSA KIEMDE 
 

“Joy is the moment when my alienation from 
people goes away; it shrinks. If it was a visual 
thing, everything becomes luminous.”  
– Ross Gay, “Tending Joy and Practicing Delight” On 
Being Interview 
 

I was frying hash browns in my kitchen on a 
Covid-19 March morning when I heard Ross 
Gay’s voice for the first time. The Poet/ English 
professor/ Essayist was speaking about his love 
of community gardens - his practice of adult joy 
in a re-broadcast interview with Krista Tippett 
from the Loft Literary Center.   
 

Summoning an image of him in my mind’s eye -
- black man in the midst of an apple orchard in 
Bloomington, Indiana -- broke open a floodgate 
of delight and connections. Me, white resident 
of Lex-Ham. Me, fellow delighter in gardens. 
Me, lover of rural-tasting fruits and veggies 
grown in the midst of my own urban setting. I 
wanted to write all these thoughts down. 
  

In the midst of our global pandemic, the temp-
tation to despair, my focus on death and fear 
was trumped by noticing our vocational prox-
imity to one other.  
 

From my kitchen listening, I traveled around the 
Lex-Ham neighborhood. Transported to the 
respective exteriors of gardening neighbors’ 
homes, I revisited delight in the arugula-
growing and tomato harvest sharing endeav-
ored for three summers alongside local friends.  
Ross Gay in Bloomington, Indiana, and me here 
in St. Paul, Minnesota; shrinking our alienation, 
discovering the luminous, facing death with 
each other, growing our adult joy. □ 

President’s 

Note 
LUCAS RILEY 

 
 

Hello Lex-Ham 
Community! These 
are some strange 
days we are all liv-
ing through right 
now and I just want 
to say thank you to 
each and every one of our incredible residents. 
Thank you for doing all the hard things that are 
being asked of you right now. Thank you for 
watching out for one another, supporting one 
another and for finding and spreading joy where 
you can. I've seen such incredible examples of 
folks embodying what it is to be a true neighbor 
on display in our community and I know many of 
you take that spirit with you into the other areas 
of your lives, the ripple effect of LexHam in ac-
tion. Please continue to lift each other up, reach 
out when you need help and may we all contin-
ue to do our very best to get through this to-
gether. Stay safe. Stay home. Stay Lex-Ham. □ 

https://midwayunited.org/grant-process/


 

 

The Lexington-Hamline Community Council 
1168 Selby Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55104 

The bridge between 
your home and  

your neighborhood  
~ 

651-645-3207 
lexham@lexham.org 

  www.lexham.org 
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Visit our new online store! apparelnow.com/lexham-community-council-apparel 

FINDING JOY DURING PANDEMIC 
SARA DOVRE WUDALI  

 

Action through stillness is tricky. When this pandemic first start-
ed, I began keeping a journal, vomiting up my dark feelings eve-
ry night and tracking the movement of the virus and political re-
sponses to it. Writing with a focus on the dark made me feel 
powerless and exhausted. So I started to spend more of my writ-
ing attention on small, small things: a chalk drawing, a fairy gar-
den. Things that made me feel bigger: a neighbor’s new baby, a 
blue carpet of blooming scilla. Things that made my heart swell: 
a hug from my son, my mother’s hunt for elastic. And I found 
that writing small moments of joy and beauty made me grow 
larger, stand straighter against the darkness. In tiny ways, writing 
joy heals me. I made a commitment to myself to find just two 
small moments of joy every day: a sliver of moonlight, a flamingo 
wearing a facemask. In order to embrace accountability, I decid-
ed to write my journal on social media where others would see 
it. I discovered that writing about joy made joy grow, not just 
through my internal thoughts, but also through people respond-
ing and sharing their own stories: funny cats, flying kites. No 
matter what your pandemic project is—home schooling, sheet-
rocking your dining room, self-care, if you look for the joy—even 
and especially during a time of dark statistics and terrible loss --I 
hope you too will find that joy can have exponential growth. □ 

CLEAN UP DAY IN LEX-HAM 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped 
to clean up the neighborhood on 
April 25th! It was amazing to see 
how much of a difference you made 
throughout our parks and streets. 
The Earth thanks you, too! □ 

Thanks, Pleasants and Hansons for sharing 
pics from Clean Up Day. 


